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Thank you Kyle & Hannah 
Over 8 years ago New Life was looking for a 

youth minister. It was a difficult time as the previous 
youth minister had been let go and there was an 
extra emphasis on finding a man who would be 
God’s man to work with our youth in diligence and in 
all integrity. We thought we had found that man in 
Kyle Thompson, but when the leadership offered 
him the position, he turned us down. Approximately 
a month later, the elders and Steve were discussing 
the position and all still felt that God was directing us 
towards Kyle. So we called Kyle back and asked 
him to reconsider. Thankfully, Kyle agreed to accept 
the position to come and work with us!   
 

In the 8+ years since, Kyle has become a 
friend and coworker and so much more. He has truly 
been God’s man for us! He has grown in his faith 
and as a man and as a leader. He has poured his 
life into our church and we have been blessed to be 
a part of his and his family’s life. We have watched 
them navigate the ongoing issues of life such as 
parenting and health issues with grace. We have 
been blessed by his entire family.  
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October   

2019 
 

10/2 

Comfort & Joy Sewing  
9:00a 

 
10/6 

Sonshine Singers Practice  

4:00p 

 

10/13 

Mission Day/Thompson Brunch  

10:30a 

Sonshine Singers Practice  

4:00p 

 

10/16 

Comfort & Joy Sewing 

5:30p 

10/17 

Senior Moments Event  

10:00a 

 

 

October Events 



 

 

  As Kyle and Hannah move 
on to a new opportunity to serve 
with the Horsepasture Christian 
Church in Virginia, the elders 
would like to publicly 
acknowledge and thank them for 
their service to the Kingdom 
while here with us at New Life. 
Kyle has worked tirelessly with 
our youth, preached the gospel 
fearlessly, and provided hours 
and hours of pastoral care. 
Hannah has performed countless 
acts of hospitality (many of them 
unseen) and is an example to us 
how to incorporate this skill unto 
our service to Christ.  
 
 We believe that God gave 
this opportunity to Kyle and 
Hannah as a gift. Positions such 
as this where the fit seems to be 
good and is close to both sets of  
parents doesn’t happen very 
often. As much as we do not 
want him to leave, we recognize 
that they would be foolish to say 
no.  
 
 We ask that you join us in 
praying God’s blessing on them, 
their children and their extended 
family as they continue working 
for the Lord. As Kyle has been 
God’s man here, we are 
confident that he will be God’s 
man in Virginia! 
 

The Elders of New Life 
    
 

 

  
I think everyone knows by now how much 

David and I enjoyed being at Diamond 

Willow.     

 
It was a long drive out there but beautiful 

country. Diamond Willow is situated on a 

beautiful place.  

 

The days were long!!!  I did crafts with 

Stephanie Kistler and David worked with a 

group of girls, helping the teachers and 

keeping track of them.   

 
The camp was very well organized and there 

was such a love and concern for the girls. 

Everyone got along so well. We were all 

there for one reason.  It was to teach the girls 

about the love of God.  

 

It was heartbreaking to see the girls not 

wanting to leave on that last day. They were 

so hungry for the love and attention. It just 

shows how much God is needed there and 

the rest of the world.  

 

The trip, even though heartbreaking at times, 

brought David and me closer to God.  

 

~David & Mary Crawford 

 

Diamond Willow Mission Trip  

 

 



 

 

And the second is 

like unto it, Thou 

shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself. 

 

– Matthew 22:39 

 

1 – Lani Snyder 
2 – Korbin Rogers 
4 – Mary Carroll 
8 – Isaac Kistler 
9 – Matthew Clark, Regina 
Jones 
11 – Greg Sharp 
12 – Mason Noe 
13 – Sam Armstrong, Ron 
Johnson, Korwin Litt, Rod 
Shofner 
14 – Kara Kistler 
15 – Kaitlyn Sharp 
16 – Phyllis Hughett, Vic 
MacTavish 
18 – Kerry Hart 
19 – Whitney Cromer, Jodi 
Ramey, Keith Rogers,  
22 – Bill Smith, Linda 
Tucker 
23 – Chris Frontz, Ruth 
Thompson 
25 – Joe Kindt 
26 – Arik Beveridge, Joel 
Twedt,  

29 – Hudson Sharp,  
30 – Jay Thompson 
31 – Ronda Tetlow 
 

October Birthdays 
 
 

  

I never thought that sitting next to Diana Shaffer 

4 years ago this October, I would be writing a letter on 

why I absolutely love going to Honduras. There were 

many reasons on why not to go, but there were more 

reasons on why I wanted to go. One reason to go was to 

meet Jose Alberto, the child that Chad and I sponsor. 

(He is now 16.) I had wanted to go on a mission trip, but 

things just never worked out. This time, Chad looked at 

me and said, “Go sign the paper!” I knew that God was 

there, saying, ‘This is the mission trip to go on and I am 

with you every step of the way.’ 

The first time that I went to Honduras was very 

overwhelming for me, but God was there every step of 

the way. He was with me when I stepped way outside 

my comfort zone and every tear that I cried, which many 

of you know was ALOT!! I was able to meet so many 

wonderful people that live with almost nothing and are 

so in love with God. They worshipped God through their 

beautiful singing and praises. Coming home after that 

first trip, I couldn’t wait to go back.  

God had opened so many doors for me to speak 

about Honduras, and has always been there when I go 

back. There are times when I ask God, Why these 

people? And yet, I know why. Whenever I go there, I 

come back so full of love and joy, and I feel so blessed 

and can’t wait to return. I have always said that I go 

there to bring them things such as medical items, bibles, 

food, arts and crafts, etc., but it is the church family, as 

well as so many others, that bring me such joy. I also 

love when our church team has devotions at night and 

unwinds. We pray, laugh, and cry as we talk about our 

day and what God has done during that day not just with 

our team, but with the church team.  

I still cry every time Alberto brings me a 

bouquet of flowers that he has grown, or when I get a 

hug from Grandma, but I now know that God is always 

with them and will protect them until we meet again. I 

could never have gone on these trips without the love, 

support and cards from my family. I will leave you with 

one of my devotion quotes, “If you wait until you’re 

ready for a mission trip, you’ll be waiting the rest of 

your life.”  

 

~Lorri Richards 



 

 

More than eight years ago my wife, two daughters and I climbed out of a U-Haul to start unpacking our belongings into a 

house that we had never seen before and begin a new chapter in our lives. The Sunday following that day I would begin to 

minister with a congregation who, apart from the elders, Steve, some staff members, and a few “search team” people, I had 

also never seen. We had a fair idea that things would go well because we believed firmly that God’s hand had brought us to 

Ohio. We were excited. We were also a little anxious. But it didn’t take long for the anxiety to pass. 

 

First, the house was great. We walked around and began to feel excited about the possibility of making a home out of that 

house that we were seeing for the first time. Turns out that we loved it so much that we lived there the entire eight-plus 

years we lived in Ohio. It became a home for us and we added two more children to our family there. Many of you have 

been there and shared in our lives there. Thank you for being a part of our lives and visiting us and eating with us and 

spending time with us. 

 

Second, the house filled up quickly with some of those people we hadn’t met yet. A crew showed up and started unloading 

the U-Haul. They carried boxes. They carried beds. They put together a table. They were all great and we loved them 

immediately for it. Concern about how church would go the following Sunday disappeared. We were welcomed from the 

start and it meant the world to us. We came to serve and were already being served. That first day we started working 

alongside people from New Life, and it has been a wonderful source of pleasure to continue to work alongside people from 

New Life from that day until now. Thank you for serving us in all the ways you have. You have all been amazing. 

 

Third, Sunday went well. No one told us to go back to Oklahoma. No one tried to run us off (at least that we know of…). It 

was a great Sunday and we felt loved and accepted again. It was great meeting the people we hadn’t known yet. It was great 

meeting the youth. It was great learning names and getting to know people and then forming friendships with so many of 

those people over the years. It was great growing in faith together and learning to worship and seek the Lord together. 

Thank you for welcoming us into your fold and treating us as your brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 

The more I think about it the harder it is to believe that eight and a half years have already passed. A lot has happened – we 

have all been through a lot together! Some things were easier to go through than others, but all of it was worth going 

through. My family and I love you all deeply and have been greatly blessed by being allowed to be a part of Christ’s family 

here at New Life. Now we are facing a new chapter in our lives. It will be a chapter where we are able to see our kids spend 

more time with grandparents and family. It is also a chapter where I am sure that we will be meeting great people who we 

will be able to do great things with. We are confident that God’s hand has opened the pages of this chapter also. But, with 

all that said, my family and I can honestly say that our chapter here with New Life Church of Christ in Bellville, 

OH will always be one of our favorite chapters. We will miss you all! 

We leave hoping there won’t be too long a time in between visits with you all. Our phones are usually on and our home 

(even though it may be in a different house) is always open to y’all. 

 

Blessings and love in Christ, 

Kyle and family 
  

 
 
 

Show Me Youth Home 
 

One of the main things that God taught me while serving at Show Me was how much the 
little things matter and how meaningful they are.   
 
The projects that we did and the time spent hanging out with the kids – no matter how small 
or short – always seemed to make someone’s day.  Something like playing a 30 minute 
game of gator ball with some of the teens or trimming a few low hanging branches out of a 
tree in someone’s front yard didn’t seem like a big deal, but it showed that we care. 
 
It made me realize that yeah, big things are great, but sometimes doing the smallest projects 
or just hanging out with people is what communicates to them the most that you care about 
them.  
 

~Anneliese Litt 
 


