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Church Events
 Sept 3 – Labor Day
Office Closed
 Sept 5 – Comfort &
Joy Sewing 9:00am
 Sept 9 – Discipleship
Kick-Off 10:00am
Sept 9, 16, 23 & 30
Sonshine Singers
Practice 4:00pm
 Sept 19 – Sr. Moment
Brunch 11:00am
 Sept 19 – Comfort &
Joy Sewing 5:30 pm

Worth the Mess
The doorbell rings and the family stares at one another in shock and horror. Like deer in headlights, Mother and
Father stand frozen in place until the doorbell rings again. Father stealthily makes his way to the front door to peer
through the window. He pulls back the curtain and quickly turns around sprawled against the doorway. He and
Mother make eye contact as Father mouths the words, “It’s your parents!” Suddenly, the family jumps into action
picking up and tidying all signs of life in the house. It’s a frantic scene that leaves the cat in the sock drawer, socks in
the dishwasher, and their teen Daughter stuffing the closet with more than it can hold. It suddenly halts with a
picture perfect family standing in front of the staircase complete with fake smiles and heavy breathing.
Families are messy. I’m not just talking about clutter. I’m talking about the interpersonal relationships we have
with one another. Perhaps this truth is nowhere more prevalent than in the family of God. The story that begins this
article may be fictitious, but we laugh because it hints at an important truth. LIFE IS MESSY! Families are messy.
Church is messy.
Scripture tells us that the body of Christ is made of many members. Each member has their own desires, wants,
wishes, personality, characteristics, strengths, weaknesses, and more. When that many different people get
together, it is bound to get a little messy. But what if our church family was treated more like our own family? With
love and grace in every circumstance, with aspirations for young people like our own children, by embracing older
saints with honor like our grandparents. In his book, “Messy Church,” Ross Parsley calls this idea, a beautiful mess.
Life with others can be messy but as the body of Christ, it’s worth it. Throughout scripture God calls us to unity, but
that unity is not without its hardships. So what can we do in both our homes and our church to become more like
family? First, it is important that each generation participates in life together creating a belonging by being “rooted,
connected, and celebrating with family” (Parsley). Each member of Christ’s body has a specific function and many
of them are multigenerational. How might we reach across generational lines in our family?
The second thing we might do as a family is to cooperate with one another. Wouldn’t it be “incredible to take the
maturity, wisdom, and resources of age and put them together with the energy, enthusiasm, and creativity of
youth” (Parsley)? This kind of synergy would be more relevant than ever and an unstoppable force in our
community. How might we cooperate with other generations within God’s family?
We could also do a better job of sharing a mutual respect for one another. It is deeply important to know our
heritage and history. We need to know where we came from as much as we need to know where we are going.
There must also be room for new ideas and creativity. Change doesn’t always imply that something is bad, instead,
it may encourage a new way of achieving the same result. Families respect one another and work together toward a
common goal. What are we willing to let go of in order to reach our family goal?
“We can all learn something if we’re willing to remain humble. We can’t learn everything from someone, but we can
learn something from everyone” (Parsley). Humility opens the door for new ideas and ancient truths providing the
glue that bonds them together. Families seek the benefit of others and humble themselves in support of others.
How might we humbly support the family of God?
Finally, the family must innovate as it adapts to the changing culture. Timeless truth remains immovable, but
methods in ministry must be flexible. We need to allow the past to influence us and teach us about our family, but
we must also innovate new methods and ways of thinking that encourage the family to thrive in our present time
and place. How might we contribute to the effectiveness of our mission together as a family?
Connection with others can be messy, but it’s worth it. Through unity, cooperation, respect, humility, and
innovation the family of God won’t be surprised when the doorbell rings, instead, we will embrace our beautiful
mess and welcome others to the...family.

Jason’s Jam
I am having a hard time believing it's
September already, but believe it or
not, it is. September means one thing
around these parts, FAIR TIME!! Be on
the lookout this year for our kiddos
who will be sporting their new C.I.A.
shirts around the fair. Also, I would
like to take a moment, since promotion
Sunday is behind us, and remind the
ages that each class is designed for so
you can make sure your child is in the
right class each Sunday. Nursery is one

September Birthdays
1 – David Roseberry
2 – Sheri Noe
5 – Hunter Ward
6 – Tom Carroll
8 – Michelle Fluty, Bob McConkie
10 – Pat Frontz
11 – Bev Thompson
15 – Jessica Brown
16 – Anneliese Litt

and under. The toddler room is 2's and

17 – Rachel Maglott

3's. The pre-school room is 4's and 5's

19 – Stella Slone

and potty trained, and k-3rd is in Jr.
Church. I hope everybody is getting
used to the new procedures each
Sunday and please don’t hesitate to
ask if any questions arise.

20 – John Masters
22 – Scott Shaffer
23 – Morgan Armstrong
24 – Ben Starling, James Twedt
25 – Mahala Day, Brenda Johnson, Steve
Liming
26 – Alec & Mason Armstrong
27 – Amber Litt
28 – Hunter Benick, Carolyn McGugin
30 – Cole Fletcher

Kyle’s Korner
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper corresponding to him”
-Genesis 2:18
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it”
-Genesis 1:28a
After this I looked and there was a vast multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and language, which no one could
number, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes with palm branches in their
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
People we meant to be with other people. God created us for this and knows that without relationship with other people
we are incomplete. In short, the individual, existing apart from community, is “not good.” This doesn’t imply that man is
morally lacking. The idea is that he is incomplete, and is not quite what he ought to be.
The amazing thing about what we read in Genesis is that Adam wasn’t completely alone. He had fellowship with God
There He was, a single man, in isolation with his Creator God. He had work to do. His faith was sight. But God said that
even this wasn’t enough for the man to be complete, because “it is not good for the man to be alone.” So God created
Eve, a helper suitable for Adam, from the flesh and bone of the man who fell into a deep sleep on the earth. Then man
wasn’t alone.
But this wasn’t enough. Genesis 2 is a microscope’s view of Genesis 1:26-30. We in Genesis 1:28 a command that was
given to Adam and his wife after she was given to him. “Be fruitful, multiple, fill the earth…” God’s command was that the
community grow. It was good now that man had a helper who was flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone. But God’s
vision was of a creation that was filled with His Image-Bearers. The commission of the original pair was multiplication, so
that the community of God would increase and the earth be filled with the glory of His image.
We see in Revelation a glimpse into heavenly worship. We see that at the end all things are brought to the end that God
desired in the very beginning. There is a multitude…which on one could number.” Heaven is a culmination of the
community of God which is multiplied, and now this community will fill the new earth. And the vast community of the
Image Bearers will worship God forever, together, fulfilling the original purpose God intended for them.
A glance at these passages of Scripture help us to see not only our purpose, but the overall movement of the work of
God. God didn’t just want an individual to worship Him. He wanted a community to worship Him. In Christ, the New Adam
(Romans 5:12ff, 1 Corinthians 15:45), a new humanity is formed to carry out the Lord’s desire that we “multiply” His
people throughout creation. Our commission to make disciples of the nations is rooted in this original mandate to fill the
world with a community serving and worshiping God together. Heaven will be the uniting of the whole community of God,
enjoying His presence together. Christians are citizens of this heavenly community. Our mission is to live out the ideals of
this community in the here and now and to invite as many as will come to join us. This is a mission we are called to do
together.

