Dear Saint and fellow sojourner through this life.,

RE: Living In The Kingdom Personal Journal
There’s just something about 40 days.  Over and over in history, God used 40 days to accomplish amazing, universe-altering, life-changing purposes.  We’re expecting nothing less during our church wide study of Living In The Kingdom.  We believe that God wants great things for your life, for our community and for the world.  And the most incredible thing is that God want you to be a part of it!
Thank you for your commitment to be a part of an important 40 days in the life of this community.  We believe God has great purposes for this community and that we can discover them through life and service together.

This Personal Journal is meant to be used throughout our study..  The questions and scripture readings give you a chance to respond through study, prayer and conversations.  They are meant to go along with the Living In The Kingdom message series, which begins August 28.  We encourage you to begin week one of the Personal Journal on that day and continue daily throughout the study.  There will be many small groups meeting to discuss these topics in the last part of the study.
Join us as we discover what it means to live beyond ourselves.

If you have questions about this study material, please contact Steve Kistler (sdkistler4@aol.com) or 419-886-3611 

Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it:  Love your neighbor as yourself.”



Matthew 22:37-39

Living In The Kingdom






Week One:

Personal Journal






Why Community?

Day 1: God gives us each other.

Scripture

Read Genesis 2:18-25
Personal Reflection Questions

Before God created Eve and introduced her to Adam, Adam spent some time alone naming the animals.  What do you think it felt like for him to have the whole world to himself?

Our culture puts a great value on independence and individualism but God seems to think we’re better off with other people.  How about you?  How important is it to you to have good relationships in your life?

There was no shame between Adam and Eve in the beginning but when shame entered the picture, they covered up.  What kinds of things can separate us from other people?

What images or stories come to your mind when you think of “community”?
Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 23.



Living In The Kingdom






Week One:

Personal Journal






Why Community?

Day 2:  God wants a community.
Scripture

Read Genesis 17:7

Personal Reflection Questions

God wanted to enter into a “covenant relationship” with Abraham and his ancestors.  God wanted a whole group of people to be united to each other and to be in a special relationship with Him.  God also wanted that relationship to get passed down for generations to come.  This ended up being pretty difficult because people kept fighting with each other and fighting against God, giving us some good stories of rebellion in the Old Testament.  Do you ever find yourself fighting with the people around you?  What makes unity difficult in a family?  In a city?  In the world?

God wants to be in covenant relationship – one of mutual trust – with us.  Have you ever made a promise to God?  Are you keeping it? 

Through the whole Old Testament, God kept demonstrating a steadfast love for the ancestors of Abraham, even when they didn’t keep up their end of the bargain.  When have you experienced the love of God in your own life?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44
Living In The Kingdom






Week One:

Personal Journal






Why Community?
Day 3:  God wants us to change each other.

Scripture

Read Proverbs 27:6 and Proverbs 27:17

Personal Reflection Questions

Describe one of your favorite friendships.

Have you ever had to tell a friend a difficult truth or had a friend bring one to you?

Who in your life might God be calling you to encourage or to get to know better?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week One:

Personal Journal






Why Community?
Day 4:  God calls people to follow together.
Scripture

Read Matthew 4:19-20
Personal Reflection Questions
This is one of the stories of Jesus calling his twelve disciples.  Jesus followed the pattern we saw in the Old Testament of God wanting other people around and letting other people join in the work of God.  He called twelve guys together, taught them, did life with them, ate meals with them and slowly asked them to join in His ministry.  When have you been part of a group that was focused and worked together well?

Why do you think it was so important for the disciples to give up everything else in their lives and just follow Jesus?  If you were called to do that in the same way, what parts of your life would you have a hard time leaving behind?

How do you feel about the idea that God wants you to be a part of what He’s doing in this world?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week One:

Personal Journal






Why Community? 
Day 5:  God wants all kinds of people in his community.

Scripture
Read Acts 2:17
Personal Reflection Questions
The book of Acts is full of stories of people from different cultures and backgrounds coming together to form one community following Christ.  Think of a time you encountered someone very different from you, either by culture, age or style.  What made that encounter difficult?  What made it exciting?

A lot of times in our world, people divide themselves by money and race and age.  Why do you think we do that?  Why should the community of faith be different?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week One:

Personal Journal






Why Community?
Day 6:  God grows us in community.

Scripture

Read Colossians 3:12-17

Personal Reflection Questions

Paul’s letters are full of “one another’s.”  It seems that a great deal of our spiritual growth and maturity happens as we live beside each other.  Of the things that Paul tells us to clothe ourselves with, which is a struggle for you.

Are there any long-standing complaints that you have against people you need to forgive?

How might you practice compassion or kindness this week?

Paul emphasizes the reading of Scripture and the singing of spiritual songs.  How does participating in worship help you to become more like the person Paul described? 




Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44
Living In The Kingdom






Week One:

Personal Journal






Why Community?

Day 7:  God’s community lasts forever.

Scripture

Read Hebrews 12:1-2

Personal Reflection Questions

The community of God transcends time and space.  It includes all the people who lived long before us, the people we read about in the Bible or in history books and all the people who are living on the other side of the world.  It is beyond anything we can imagine.

Who do you admire?  Who do you want to be proud of you?

If the heroes of the faith are really somewhere cheering us on, how does that change the way that you go about your day?

It was joy that allowed Jesus to endure the cross.  What keeps you from joy?  What leads you there?
What tries your perseverance?

What keeps you going?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Two:

Personal Journal



        Local Community Carries The World 

Day 8:  Jesus gets things started.

Scripture

Read Luke 4:18-19

Personal Reflection Questions

When Jesus stood up to teach for the very first time in Luke, He read a passage from Isaiah and said He was there to make the prophecy come true.  What did Jesus say He was here to do?

Jesus went out and spent His life doing exactly what He said.  He spent most of His time with the poor.  He healed people and freed them from all kinds of traps.  If Jesus started a ministry here, who do you think He would approach first?  In other words, who are the poor, the blind and the imprisoned around here?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.

Living In The Kingdom






   Week Two:
Personal Journal



         Local Community Carries The World
Day 9:  Jesus gets served.

Scripture

Read Matthew 25:34-40

Personal Reflection Questions

Have you ever been in extreme physical need?  Hungry?  Thirsty?  Sick?  Trapped?  Lonely?  Lost?

Who helped you?

Have you ever given or served and received unexpected rewards?

Why do you think it is so important to Jesus that we take care of the “least of these”?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
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Week Two:

Personal Journal



        Local Community Carries The World
Day 10:  The disciples carry on.
Scripture
Read Acts 2:44-45

Personal Reflection Questions

What favorite things do you own?

What is the kindest thing someone has ever done for you?

The disciples didn’t get rid of their belongings because they were bad.  Instead they used their stuff to take care of each other.  How might you use something you own to help other people?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
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Week Two:

Personal Journal



        Local Community Carries The World
Day 11:  We carry it on.

Scripture

Read 1 Corinthians 12:27

Personal Reflection Questions 
Spend some time thinking about the stories you’ve heard about Jesus.  Think about the things you know He said, like “Love God and love your neighbor as your self.”  Think about where He went with his feet, what He did with His hands, how He looked at people.  Now, you are the body of Christ in this world.

How are we called to speak to people if we are the mouth of Jesus?

How can you use your hands to reach out to people like Jesus?

Jesus looked people in the eye and saw their heart.  Is it difficult for you to see the value of all people?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.

Living In The Kingdom






Week Two:

Personal Journal



        Local Community Carries The World
Day 12:  Carrying each other.

Scripture

Read Galatians 6:1

Personal Refection Questions
Not only are we responsible for each other’s physical needs, we are supposed to help each other spiritually.

In your life, with whom can you be completely honest? 

If someone you love was caught in a sin that would cause them shame, how would you approach them?

Is there anything in your life you are afraid to share with other people?  Would it help to share if you knew you were going to be shown grace?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44
Living In The Kingdom






Week Two:

Personal Journal



        Local Community Carries The World
Day 13:  Carrying each other.
Scripture

Read Galatians 6:2-3

Personal Refection Questions
The world is full of burdens to carry.  Are there people in your life with whom you share burdens?

What would you say to someone who thinks the world is too full of troubles and we should all just take care of ourselves?

When you watch the news or look around the problems in the world, are there any situations or people for whom your heart breaks?

Finish you day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Two:

Personal Journal



        Local Community Carries The World
Day 14: Carrying each other.

Scripture

Galatians 6:4-5

Personal Reflection Questions

The verse right before Galatians 6:4-5 says that we are supposed to carry each other’s loads.  So how does this work?  It’s all about balance.  We have personal responsibility and responsibility to each other.  We have to be able to help each other without being overwhelmed or unloading on each other completely.

Is it difficult for you to ask for help?

Are you tempted to compare your life to other people?  If you are, do you end up feeling better about your life or worse?

What is weighing on you right now?  What burdens are you carrying?

Sometimes serving other people lightens our personal load and gives us a healthier perspective.  Have you ever experienced this?  Are you willing?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom





               Week Three:

Personal Journal





          What Gets Your Goat


Day 15:  Holy parties

Scripture

Read Leviticus 16 (This is the scripture we’ll focus on all week.)

Personal Reflection Questions
Leviticus 16 tells us about the Day of Atonement in the Israelite community.  It was a day when the people gathered together and the high priest went into the Holy of Holies on the people’s behalf.  He also symbolically placed the sins of the people on a “scapegoat” that was sent out of the community.  It was at time when all the people got together to be purified by God.

Do you prefer spending your time with people or by yourself?

The Israelites had several days built into their calendar when they all got together for a specific purpose.  What days have you set aside to be with other people?  What is the purpose of these gatherings?

Think about a time when you were part of a large crowd that shared a purpose.  What did that feel like?

 Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
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Week Three:

Personal Journal






What Gets Your Goat
Day 16:  God’s space

Scripture

Leviticus 16

Personal Reflection Questions

The Israelites believed that the Holy of Holies, a space in the inner recesses of the temple, was where God lived.  Only the high priest was allowed to go into the space and he was only allowed in at certain times and after a whole lot of cleansing.  Are there any places in your life where you have felt like you were in the presence of the God?  Describe them.

Hebrews 4:14-16 tells us that because of what Jesus did on the cross, we are now always welcome in the presence of God and can approach God “with confidence”  What would it take for you to feel welcomed by God?

Hebrews also tells us that we can come to God looking for grace, instead of trying to cleanse ourselves well enough to see God.  Have you ever tried to make yourself good enough to feel comfortable in “holy” places?  What does it mean to you that God is the one who makes us pure, not ourselves?  

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.

Living In The Kingdom






   Week Three:

Personal Journal






What Gets Your Goat
Day 17: Goat watching

Scripture

Leviticus 16

Personal Refection Questions

Watching the scapegoat walk away on the Day of Atonement was a physical sign that the sins of the community had been taken away.  Sometimes we need visuals to help us understand invisible things.  Do you learn better by hearing or seeing?

When you think of forgiveness, what images come to your mind?

How do you think it must have felt the moment the goat left the city and the Israelites’ sins went with him?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44
Living In The Kingdom






   Week Three:

Personal Journal






What Gets Your Goat
  

Day 18:  Life Together

Scripture

Leviticus 16

Personal Refection Questions

The Israelites dealt with their sins as a community partly because when they messed up, it affected their families, neighbors and friends.  Have you ever suffered because of someone else’s mistake?

Is it harder for you to say “I’m sorry,” or to wait for someone else to say it?

Is there anyone you need to apologize to now or anyone that you need to forgive?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44
Living In The Kingdom


                                                  Week Three:

Personal Journal


                    

            What Gets Your Goat

Day 19: Our sin

Scripture

Leviticus 16

Personal Reflection Questions

The Israelites saw themselves as one group of people before God, rather than a whole bunch of individuals.  The Day of Atonement was set aside for the sins of the whole community.
Name some communities to which you belong (e.g., country, neighborhood, workplace, church).

Describe these communities as a whole.  What traits are true of the group, not necessarily every individual?

Are there ways that these communities have misbehaved?  Are there things that they value that are different from what you think God values?   
Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44
Living In The Kingdom






   Week Three:

Personal Journal






What Gets Your Goat
Day 20:  Atonement

Scripture

Read 1 John 2:1&2

Personal Refection Questions
The Day of Atonement was an act of worship for the Israelites.  Their worship and relationship with God depended on a sacrifice being made.  We believe that Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice and His death on the cross was our Day of Atonement, making a relationship with God possible.

Have you ever had to give up something you really loved for something else that you love?  What does it feel like to make a sacrifice?

Read John 19.  Do you ever wonder why Jesus had to die on the cross?  Do you wonder how that should impact your life?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






   Week Three:

Personal Journal 





           What Gets Your Goat
Day 21:  You have been set free!
 

Scripture

Read 1 John 1:9

Personal Reflection Questions

We no longer have to go to all the trouble of finding a goat and sending him out just to know the freedom of forgiveness.

Who do you know that you think lives a “pure” life?

Are there things in your life keeping you from feeling free?

What do you need to confess?

Is it hard for you to accept God’s forgiveness?

What difference would it make in your life if you knew for sure that you were forgiven?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.

Living In The Kingdom






Week Four:

Personal Journal





        Joy, The Great Gamble
Day 22: Life to the Full
Scripture

John 10:10

Personal Reflection Questions

This verse is in the middle of an extended metaphor about sheep and shepherds.  In the metaphor the thief breaks into the sheepfold to kill and destroy the sheep.  What do you see as the “thieves” that come into your life killing and destroying?
What does it mean to you that Jesus (unlike the thieves) brings life?

What do you think an abundant life or life to the full consists of?

Are you living such a life?  Why or why not?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Four:

Personal Journal





        Joy, The Great Gamble
Day 23: False Paths To Fulfillment, Part 1
Scripture

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

Personal Reflection Questions

King Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes go on a search for meaning in this life.  List the areas of life that he explores in this passage.
List times in your life when you have chased after these same things.

What did Solomon discover about these things?  Did you discover the same things?

How does our modern world promote these things?  What do they say or imply that having them will do for us?  Is the world lying or is Solomon wrong?  

Are these things part of your picture of what it means to have “life to the full” to live abundantly?
Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44
Living In The Kingdom






Week Four:

Personal Journal





        Joy, The Great Gamble
Day 24: False Paths To Fulfillment, Part 2
Scripture

Ecclesiastes 2:17-23

Personal Reflection Questions

Before you get too large a negative attitude about work, take a peek at verses 24&25.  Solomon’s point is not that work is meaningless and so we shouldn’t work.  His point is that in the eternal perspective of things our work doesn’t give us meaning.
What is your attitude towards your job? (or school, or whatever fills the majority of your time?)

Verse 24 says, “A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work.” And verse 25 says, “All his days his work is pain and grief; even at night his mind does not rest.”  What role then should our jobs, our “work” take in life?  
What does this passage have to say to the work-aholic?

What role does our job (our work) play in having “life to the full”?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Four:

Personal Journal





        Joy, The Great Gamble
Day 25: False Paths To Fulfillment, Part 3
Scripture

Ecclesiastes 1:12-18; 2:12-16

Personal Reflection Questions

Who is the smartest person you know?  Why do you think of them in this way?
What is the difference between being smart and being wise?

What is Solomon’s attitude towards wisdom in the short term?  In the long term?  Solomon is saying that while wisdom is a good thing, ultimately meaning does not come from it.  Why does he take this point of view?

What is our world’s view of intelligence, education, knowledge and wisdom?  Why do you think the world holds these things in such high regard?

What role does wisdom play in having “life to the full”?
Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Four:

Personal Journal





        Joy, The Great Gamble
Day 26: What Am I Made For?
Scripture

Ephesians 2:10

Personal Reflection Questions

For the last three days we have examined the pursuit of work and pleasure and power and wealth and wisdom as false means of finding “life to the full.”  Now we begin to examine what God has designed us for.
What is the significance to you of the statement at the beginning of this verse that you are “God’s workmanship?”
What is the significance to you of the statement in this verse that you are “created in Christ Jesus?”

What is a “good work?”  (See also Ephesians 4:12)

How do you feel when you know that he have done something that God would define as a good work?

How many of your daily activities fall into the category of “good works?”

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Four:

Personal Journal





        Joy, The Great Gamble
Day 27: What Am I Called To?
Scripture

Matthew 25:14-30

Personal Reflection Questions

This passage is an example of a teaching technique called a parable,  Jesus makes a point by telling a story in which the various elements represent something else.  In this case, Jesus himself is the master who has “gone away.”  We are the servants to whom the master has entrusted his property.
What do you have in the way of possessions, skills, abilities, etc. that is property belonging to the master?
What does Jesus want us to do with this property?  What does that mean for you in practical terms?

Jesus is asking us to take risks.  The servant who took no risks was the one who was condemned.  In what ways are you avoiding risks in your life with Christ?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Four:

Personal Journal





        Joy, The Great Gamble
Day 28: Where do I find Fulfillment?
Scripture

Mark 8:34,35

Personal Reflection Questions

Here we come to the crux of this issue of having “life to the full.”  In a paradoxical way, Jesus says that the way we get that life is to deny ourselves, to lose our lives.  We were made by God and called to live in Christ and it is by following him by serving him that we come to an abundant life.  As long as we live for ourselves with our own desires at the front we will not find “life to the full.”  This is what Solomon discovered in Ecclesiastes (see Ecclesiastes 12:13) and what Jesus here proclaims.
In what areas of your life are you living first for Christ?

In what areas of your life are you living first for yourself?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Five:

Personal Journal





        What? Me A Priest?
Day 29: The Old Priesthood
Scripture

Exodus 28

Personal Reflection Questions

Under the Agreement that God made with the people of Israel under Moses’ leadership, a priesthood was developed and lead initially by Aaron the brother of Moses.  This became known as the Levitical priesthood because all the priests came from the family line of Levi, one of Jacob’s 12 sons.
The primary job of a Priest is to represent the people before God.  In what ways does the clothing that God designed for the priest show this?
The Priest was specially set apart to God.  He was holy.  (Read vs. 36-38).  The priests were the ones who made the animal sacrifices and various offerings to God, but they made them on the behalf of the nation as a whole or for specific individuals.  Why would they need to make offerings to God for others?
When God set up this system, he was essentially using the priests as mediators.  Not just any man could come into His presence.  Only the priests, wearing specific clothes and having performed detailed ritual cleansings (read chapter 29 for details) were able to come close to him.  How does it make you feel to think that you might need to use a go between to talk to God?
Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Five:

Personal Journal





        What? Me A Priest?
Day 30: The New Priesthood
Scripture

1 Peter 2:4-10

Personal Reflection Questions

Through Jesus Christ, God has made a new agreement with all mankind.  This new agreement has a priesthood, but it is a much revised priesthood.
Who are the priests under the new agreement?  (see vs. 4 & 9)

Under the Old Agreement, the priests offered physical sacrifices.  What kind of sacrifices do the priests offer in the new system?  What do you think these sacrifices look like?

Under the Old Agreement the priests served God on the behalf of God’s chosen people.  Under the new agreement, all of God’s people (vs. 9), those who believe (vs. 7) are priests (vs. 9).  If all believers are priests, then what people are to be the beneficiaries of our sacrifices to God? (hint:  read vs. 12)

Who are you living in front of?  Who is going to glorify God because of your Priestly good deeds?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Five:

Personal Journal





        What? Me A Priest?
Day 31: Jesus, Our Priestly Model
Scripture

John 11:1-44
Personal Reflection Questions

Bill Hybels in his book, The Volunteer Revolution, describes the fundamental role of a priest in the new priesthood as “being available to pray for, encourage, watch over, confront, grieve with, rejoice with, love, nurture, protect and bless people.”  List the different aspects of these roles that you see Jesus performing in this scripture passage.
Who in your life do you perform these roles for?  Who in your life needs someone to do these things with them, but has nobody?

Which of these roles do you feel the most capable in?  Which are the ones that make you feel the most anxious or inadequate?

What Christian men and women have served you in these roles in your life?  Thank God for their service as God’s Priests.

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Five:

Personal Journal





        What? Me A Priest?
Day 32: Jesus, Our Great High Priest
Scripture

Hebrews 4:14-5:10

Personal Reflection Questions

Yesterday we saw how Jesus modeled for us how a priest serves in God’s kingdom.  There are, however, some ways that Jesus served as a priest that we his followers cannot imitate.  We are all Priests, but He is THE Great High Priest.  

Read 5:9, What does Jesus offer that we cannot get by ourselves or offer to others?
Read 4:15, How does Jesus relate to us?  How is he better than us?  What does that combination of perfection and sympathy mean in how you relate to Jesus?

Read 4:16,  What is the result for us of Jesus’ Priestly Sacrifice?  With what feeling are we to approach God’s throne?  What should we seek there?

In Jesus role as the Great High Priest, he gave his very life for us.  He was both the priest and the scapegoat.  When we serve Him as priests, God asks us to give of ourselves as well.  What do you think God is calling on you to sacrifice so you can serve his people better?
Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Five:

Personal Journal





        What? Me A Priest?
Day 33: A Body of Priests
Scripture

1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Personal Reflection Questions

Now we all are priests, but we are not lone rangers.  We tend to think of priests as a one man band, but that is not what God has in mind.  We are all part of one body.  Read vs 12-13, what is the common denominator of the many units that are all a part of the one body?  Does being made a part of the body eliminate the differences of the parts?

Read vs 18-20, Based on these verses; do you think God places specific people in specific churches for specific reasons?  Why or why not?  

The metaphor of the body helps us understand that we each have something unique to offer to God’s service.  What do you have to offer?  Think hard.  If your answer is nothing then you are either denying that you are part of God’s body or you are dismissing the gifts or abilities God has expressly given you as being inferior and useless.

We are not all the same, but we are all necessary!  This is the message of verse 21-27.  Name a time when you have seen a group of Christians each using their own gifts, work together to accomplish something that none of them could have done on their own.  List some of the things that you do well, that would help you work within a team to serve others in God’s kingdom.
Praise God for the gifts he has given you.  Praise him that he doesn’t rely on you alone, but puts us together into one body.  Pray for greater clarity on your role as a priest in the Body of Christ.

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Five:

Personal Journal





        What? Me A Priest?
Day 34: Our Priestly Sacrifices
Scripture

1 Peter 2:5, Romans 12:1, Hebrews 13:15,16

Personal Reflection Questions

Read 1 Peter 2:5;  This verse tells us that our job as priest is to offer “spiritual sacrifices” that are acceptable to God.  We often think of “spiritual” as something religious and unsubstantial.  When I hear “spiritual sacrifices” it makes me think about giving up my regular life and running off and becoming a monk hidden away in a monastery somewhere.  Do you think that is what Peter is trying to say in this verse?  Why or Why not? What do you think he is saying?
Read Romans 12:1,2;  These verses give us some more clarity on this idea of “spiritual sacrifices.”  How do they describe “Living sacrifices” and “spiritual acts of worship”?  What does this look like in your daily life?  How might it affect the people around you?

Read Hebrews 13:15,16;  What three specific sacrifices are listed here?  Which are aimed at God and which at men?  Since all three please God, what does this tell us about what God desires from us?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week Five:

Personal Journal





        What? Me A Priest?
Day 35: Serving With God
Scripture

Hebrews 13:5,6; Philippians 2:13
Personal Reflection Questions

We are called to be Priests.  That is to serve others for God.  Jesus is our model and our Great High Priest.  He has surrounded us with other believers whose service we complement and who work with us.  He has called us to make “spiritual sacrifices” of our lives.  But the most important thing of all is that He is there BESIDE us through it all.
Read Hebrews 13:5,6;  What is God’s promise to us?  What exceptions does he make?  How is that promise connected to the issues of greed and contentment?  
Do you struggle with confidence issues?  Do you struggle with fear?  Write a paragraph to God outlining these issues for him.  Now reread verse 16.  What truth or promise is the author claiming that allows him to develop such an attitude?
Read Philippians 2:13.  This verse says that God works in us in both our actions and our attitudes.  “It is God who works in you to will (to want to, to desire) and to act (to do) according to his good purpose.”  What things are there in your life that you do not desire but that you know are good or right?  Pray for God to give you the will, the want to about these things.
God is with us (Hebrews 13:5,6) and works in us (Philippians 2:13) so that we will become mature (Philippians 4:13-16) and be transformed (Romans 12:1,2) and do the works of service that he has created us to do (Ephesians 2:10).  Many of which involve serving others (1 Corinthians 12:7, Philippians 2:1-4).  Praise God that He has given us an important task in His kingdom, and that He is there with us as we serve!

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week 6
Personal Journal






        Just Do It
Day 36: What’s Holding You Back?
Scripture

Mark 10:17-22

Personal Reflection Questions

This week the encouragement is to just try something.  Just do it.  We hesitate and analyze and hold back for a variety of reasons, but a time has to come when we JUST DO IT.
Read the story in the above passage.  What is Jesus emotional response to this man?  Does Jesus feel this way about you?
Why do you think the man’s wealth was an obstacle?

What obstacles are there in your life that keep you from stepping out in service in the kingdom?  Is it busyness?  Is it the pursuit of money?  Is it possessions?  Is it lack of love?

Place yourself in this man’s place only substitute your obstacle for his.  Imagine Jesus asking you to let go of that obstacle and follow him.  Now imagine that you answer “Yes, I’ll do it!”  What do you feel knowing that that obstacle is gone forever from your life?  What is going to replace it?  Does this thought fill you with dread or hope?  Why?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week 6
Personal Journal






        Just Do It
Day 37: The First Time
Scripture

Matthew 10:1-16

Personal Reflection Questions

One of the biggest things that holds us back is the fear of the unknown.  The first time is often the hardest.  Read the passage above and put yourself in the place of the apostles.  What fears do you think they might have had?
What specific instructions did Jesus give them?  How do you think these instructions helped with their fear?

When you think about serving others as a Priest in God’s kingdom, what fears come to your mind?  

What are some ways you can overcome these fears?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week 6
Personal Journal






        Just Do It
Day 39: What If I Fail?
Scripture

Mark 9:14-32

Personal Reflection Questions

Another of our greatest fears is the fear of failure.  The disciples experienced this situation.  Read the passage above.
In what way did the disciples fail?

Did their failure keep God’s will from being accomplished?

What was Jesus’ attitude toward their failure?  Did He reject them after they failed?  Did He punish or rebuke them?  What did he do with them in regard to their failure?

Read Luke 19:11-23;  Does the master judge the servant for failing in his efforts or for failing to try?  What is the lesson for us in regards to our fear of failing?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week 6
Personal Journal






        Just Do It
Day 39: What About Spiritual Gifts? Part 1
Scripture

1 Corinthians 12:4-6

Personal Reflection Questions

Just Do Something.  Something is better than nothing.  If you aren’t serving at all, then just get started, but in the long run we all find that there are some types of service or areas of service where we are more effective and more satisfied by than others.  This is because God gives each of us gifts and interests in certain areas.
Read the passage above and then fill in the chart from the verses.
	Different
	Same

	
	

	
	

	
	


Who is the source of all these different things?  

Since God is the source, we can say that the variety in interests, passions, and skills of people is His plan.  Why would God create such diversity?

In the church, we tend to focus on a few specific works or gifts from God (teaching, music, working with children).  Are these few more important than other gifts or works?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week 6
Personal Journal






        Just Do It
Day 40: What About Spiritual Gifts? Part 2
Scripture

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

Personal Reflection Questions

Look closely at verse 7.  It tells us that each of us has been given a gift.  If we are God’s people then we have a gift.  What does this verse say is the purpose for our gift?
List the various gifts that are listed in this passage.  Are any of these indicated to be more important than the others?

Read verses 27-30.  List the gifts mentioned in this passage.  Are certain gifts better than others?  

There are several lists of gifts in the scripture.  Likely none are complete.  Most include miraculous gifts intended for use during the first century during the establishment of the church.  God works miraculously today through the answering of prayers rather than the gifting of persons. 

Which of these gifts seems to fit you?  (New Life offers a class entitled “Discovering your Design” that covers Spiritual gifts in far greater detail.

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week 6
Personal Journal






        Just Do It
Day 41: A New Lifestyle
Scripture

John 13:14-17
Personal Reflection Questions

Read the passage above.  Jesus was very adamant about how we should live.  On what basis does Jesus call us to serve?

Why would Jesus suggest that not serving is like the servant thinking he is better than the master?

What will happen to us if we serve?

This seems to be very important to Jesus.  Why?  Is it that important to you?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom






Week 6
Personal Journal






        Just Do It
Day 42: The Power Of Doing Good
Scripture

Romans 12:9-21

Personal Reflection Questions

Read this passage.  In the space below or on the back of this page, write down all the commands in these verses.  How many of them are about relating to other people?
We serve because God calls us to serve.  We serve because it is the loving thing to do.  We serve because we love to do GOOD and serving is GOOD.  We serve because it is what Jesus did.  But what happens when we do good and right to others?  What happens in other people and to other people when we serve them?
Who might you name as someone in your life that causes you stress and strain?  Who at times at least is your enemy?  How can you overcome them with good?

Finish your day with the daily prayer on page 44.
Living In The Kingdom















Daily Prayer

Our Father in heaven


Hallowed be your name
Praise God for who He is.  Thank God for the things you see happening in your life.

Your kingdom come


Your will be done



On earth as it is in heaven
Pray for the world around you, for your community, for your family.  Ask for God’s purposes to be fulfilled there.  Listen for God to give you ideas about how you might help.

Give us today our daily bread.

Let God know what you need help with. 

Forgive us our debts


As we also have forgiven our debtors.

Confess to God the ways that you have messed up or fallen short. 
And lead us not into temptation


But deliver us from the evil one.

Ask God for strength to deal with the hard places in your life.
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