
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

February 2016 
Monthly Newsletter of New Life Church of  Christ 

 THE SOUTH INDIA CHURCH OF CHRIST MISSION 
FACILITIES & MISSION OPERATIONS 

The Children’s Homes 

The Madrapakkam, Kalamnaidupet,  Gummidipondi, and Kayathar Boys 

Homes  

The Madrapakkam and Ellakul Girls Homes  

Due to changes in state children’s home requirements driven by an 

effort to take over or close faith-based facilities, SICCM converted 

their home facilities to after-school tutoring and vocational training 

facilities for the children.  Because they are doing a superior job of 

preparing children for state sanctioned testing, their services are in 

great demand.  The result?  They are reaching more children and 

their families with the Gospel than before the state administrative 

changes were instated.   

 

Education 

Education is key to developing leaders for today’s work and for the 

future of the success of the SICCM.  In answer to these educational 

needs, SICCM conducts these educational offerings: 

 Southern Asia Christian College’s Baccalaureate in 

Theology, a four-year program 

 Advanced Leadership Training Program for field leaders 

 Elders Leadership Training Programs 

 Village and slum literacy classes 

 Training programs for developing indigenous leadership  

Continued on page 2... 
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February  

 6 – Upward Basketball & Cheer 

9:00am – 1:30pm 

10 – Community Meal  

5:00-6:30pm 

11 – Care Package Packing 

6:00pm 

13 - Upward Basketball & Cheer 

9:00am – 1:30pm 

20 - Upward Basketball & Cheer 

9:00am – 1:30pm 

27 - Upward Basketball & Cheer 

9:00am – 1:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Mark Your 

Calendar 

South India Church of Christ Mission 
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 New Ministry Pioneering 

 Macedonian Call (a program designed to respond to those who need 

guidance in their spiritual growth and congregational development) 

 The Christmas Program 

 

Disaster Relief 

The goals of the SICCM disaster response team and its projects are the same 

as those of any outreach ministry: to provide assistance in coping with daily 

challenges.  In the case of disaster relief, it includes coping with the disaster, 

providing relief and recovery; and reconstruction for those who survive a 

disaster or catastrophe.  The Mission response balances the provision of 

spiritual, financial and emotional support, while avoiding personal gain or the 

promotion of personal agendas.  The Mission’s aim is to witness about the 

person’s need for Jesus through direct, personal example, testimony, and 

action. 
 

 
 
 

 

In addition, the college’s Master of Divinity program has been accredited, 

enabling them to offer a certified fifth year program for their own college 

graduates as well as for four-year program graduates from other schools. 

Medical Evangelism 

Following the example of Jesus’ healing of the sick and suffering, SICCM 

uses a variety of medical programs to heal and witness to people.  These 

medical programs include Doctors’ Tours.  During these tours, doctors visit 

areas throughout India to minister to those who need medical assistance.  

SICCM servants send word of the doctors’ visits to area centers and people 

come from SICCM communities to take advantage of the healing care they 

offer.   
 

Evangelism 

SICCM defines evangelism as personal contact between believers and those 

who seek Jesus.  The mission evangelism efforts include, but are not 

necessarily limited to: 

 New Church Planting 

 Existing Church Support 

 Church Leadership Mentoring 

 Congregational Fellowship Activities 

 Providing Preaching & Teaching Resources 

 New Ministry Pioneering 

 Macedonian Call (a program designed to respond to 

those who need guidance in their spiritual growth and 

congregational development) 

 The Christmas Program 

 

Disaster Relief 

The goals of the SICCM disaster response team and its 

projects are the same as those of any outreach ministry: to 

provide assistance in coping with daily challenges.  In the case 

of disaster relief, it includes coping with the disaster, relief, 

recovery; and reconstruction for those who survive a disaster 

or catastrophe.  The Mission response balances the provision 

of spiritual, financial and emotional support, while avoiding 

personal gain or the promotion of personal agendas.  The 

Mission’s aim is to witness about the person’s need for Jesus 

through direct, personal example, testimony and action. 
 

 

 



Prison Ministry 
By Ken Baker 

 
THE NEW LIFE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

PRISON MINISTRY 

I was in prison and you visited me.  
Matthew 25:36 

Ken began working in what has become the prison ministry 

when he took a Bible to a girl at the Franklin County 

Workhouse in October, 1999.  Since that time, Ken and his 

wife, Gloria, have been sending inmates Bibles and Bible 

studies, writing letters to them, and visiting them.  Ken and 

Gloria have kept track of these women with whom they 

have formed relationships even as they have been 

transferred to different prisons. 

Ken has learned during this time that there is one big thing 

missing from so many of their lives.  LOVE!  Even those 

who think they have a good relationship with God seem to 

have missed the real meaning of Love.   

GOD IS LOVE, I John 4:8 and I John 4:16.  Love, to God 

is, “I will always do what is best for the one I love.”  God’s 

love is unconditional.  The New Life Church of Christ Prison 

Ministry mission may say it best; “Showing people in prison 

God’s love by reaching, teaching and serving.”  

The Prison Ministry is experiencing exponential growth and 

covets your prayers and help both through labor and 

financial assistance.  If you have an interest in the work of 

the New Life Church of Christ Prison Ministry, contact 

Ken.  Please remember the work of the Prison Ministry and 

our members who are serving in this important area. 

February Birthdays 

 
1 – Brody Dawson 

4 – Brayden Carroll, Ainsley Ford,  

6 – Caleb Kindt,  

7 – Tom Roseberry 

8 – Noah Brown 

9 –Grace Rogers 

10 – Hailey Ehret 

11 – Matt Bower, Brad Brown,  Seth 

Vail,  

13 – Jack Brokaw,  Carlene 

Hickerson 

14 – Lisa Awwiller,  Steve Kistler 

15 – Myla Dawson,  

17 – Rebekkah Johnson, Evelyn 

Roseberry 

19 – Deb Solis, Pat Snyder,  

20 – Sadie Slone 

22 – Parker Hawkins 

24 – Linda Dudgeon, Mary Masters,  

25 – Todd Awwiller, Sarah Johnson, 

27 – Jonah Sharp  

28 – Garnet Cover 

29 – Brandon Vail 

 

Diamond Willow Ministries (DWM) is a 501c3 non-profit 
Christian relief organization comprised of Dakota, Lakota, & 
non-Indians, most of whom work & live on the Crow Creek 
Reservation. The reservation is located along the Missouri 
River in central South Dakota. God has worked in wonderful 
ways to bring together a varied group of individuals, who are 
compelled to love & serve at DWM with their unique talents. 
The mission of Diamond Willow Ministries as a Christ 
centered relief organization is to empower & develop healthy 
Christian youth, families, & leaders by meeting current 
spiritual, emotional, & physical needs within the Native 
American community.  
The community on the Crow Creek reservation faces many 
obstacles including poverty, joblessness, drug abuse, 
alcoholism, homelessness & suicide.  Diamond Willow has a 
positive presence among so much hopelessness. DWM is 
active in the community through Sunday morning breakfast & 
church services, Wednesday night meals & bible studies, 
youth nights, bible studies at the Crow Creek tribal school, 
the Tokata Youth Center & Cantemawaste youth camps 
during the summer. Diamond Willow also has a food pantry 
open two Sunday's a month for families in need. The vision of 
Diamond Willow Ministries is to bring the freedom & peace 
offered only in Jesus Christ to the Native American 
Community, becoming a source of light and an example for 
other communities to follow, ultimately bringing this freedom 
& peace to surrounding communities and the world beyond. 
Diamond Willow has been growing over the past 10 years & 
more & more people from the reservation are attending 
Sunday morning services, bible studies & the Tokata Youth 
Center throughout the week. When more people are 
attending, expenses rise, however, jobs are limited on the 
reservation & poverty affects almost every life in some way. 
To help enable DWM to continue their work with the Dakota & 
Lakota people, the missions team has decided to add 
Diamond Willow as another stateside mission, that will be 
supported monthly. These finances will go to the general fund 
at Diamond Willow, which will help supply food for the food 
pantry, curriculum for Sunday morning classes and bible 
studies, meals served before church and bible study, along 
with many other needs. This will allow the Diamond Willow 
staff to continue to serve and build vital relationships with the 
people living on the reservation. Please continue to pray for 
the lives on the reservation, that they would come to know 
Jesus and the hope that he brings. Pray also for the staff at 
Diamond Willow that they would be strengthened each day as 
they are meeting with and sharing with the Natives on Crow 
Creek, and that God would use them to share the gospel 
each and every day.  
 
Want to experience a Cantemawaste youth camp this 
summer? Anyone ages 15 and up is welcome to come!! 
Watch the bulletin for details!  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 



 

   
 

 

Lifeline Christian Mission-

Honduras-Choloma 

 
   Starting in 2016, the mission team is excited 

to announce a new mission added to our 

supported missions.  The team was able to take 

funds made available by the closing of 

Cityedge Christian Church (we are saddened at 

this outcome) and make a commitment to the 

ROOTS program of Lifeline Christian Mission 

in Honduras.  The ROOTS program pairs 

supporting churches in the USA with churches 

in Honduras in the following ways.   

 *First, we will send a monthly support check 

to Honduras to help with preacher salary and 

other needs of the Honduras church.  In our 

case this church is known as the Choloma 

Church and the preacher’s name is Mordecai. 

 *Second, we will recruit families in New Life 

to sponsor kids at the Choloma Church.  This 

will help us to build personal connections 

within the Choloma church and will provide 

funds for community outreach, children’s 

ministries, and benevolent needs in the 

Choloma community. 

  *Third, we will have the opportunity to take 

regular trips to Honduras to work with the 

Choloma Church and other needs of the 

Lifeline Ministry in Honduras.  Lifeline has 

developed in Honduras;  a Bible Institute for 

the training of preachers, 11 churches planted 

over 11 years (with the goal of planting a new 

church each year.), two schools that run all the 

way through High School, a medical clinic, and 

an orphanage for girls. 

   This is a great new opportunity and we look 

forward to developing relationships and 

partnering together with The Choloma Church 

and Lifeline-Honduras! 

 

David & Annette Dryden – The Crescent Project 
Living in today’s world we are all well connected to current events.  
The reality is that escaping the torrent of news is almost an impossible 
task.  How does that affect us?  I’m reminded of Paul saying, “we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”  Are we guarding 
our minds or allowing ourselves to be shaped by reacting to these 
stories?  Do we respond by glorifying destruction as an answer to 
terrorism or advocating war and wishing death on our “enemies”?  I 
thought we were supposed to love our enemies.  Jesus said, “The 
things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those 
defile the man.”  What words do we use when we engage with and 
respond to the world?  Are they words that build up or tear down?  If 
our words reveal our hearts, are we speaking life and love or fear and 
death?  If we find our identity in Christ and understand that his victory 
rendered death, or our mortality, powerless, then we can live in ways 
that seem reckless and illogical.  Our words can be risky and 
loving, creating hope.  Our behavior can be unusual—and full of 
grace—restoring and healing those around us.  Our hearts can be at 
peace, though threats seem to be on every side.  It is not our battle to 
conquer the world for Jesus.  Jesus already is reconciling the world to 
Himself.  The real question is will we allow His Spirit to strengthen us 
as we reject sin, fill our hearts as we reject the natural desires of this 
world and replace our fear with the hope of things made right again?  I 
pray that we would find the humility to submit our cares to Jesus and 
rest in His strength—not our own. 
 
Our family is doing well as we settle in to our home in Cincinnati.  
Annette is focusing on homeschooling and keeping us in order.  David 
and Lily are taking Russian language classes at a Russian school 
down the road and are enjoying it.  Everyone is growing fast and we're 
noticing the difference.  We have been encouraged in our transition 
and have connected with over 50 churches in Southwest+++ Ohio, 
several of which are interested in learning more about how to love and 
reach out to Muslims in the area.  Pray for us as we work on raising 
additional monthly supporters and focus on a one-day seminar taking 
place in Cincinnati this March.  We appreciate your support and pray 
that Jesus would bless you as you faithfully live out His love in Bellville! 
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Round Lake Christian Assembly has been a blessing and refuge 
for many since 1949. Thru the years with the Lord’s blessing 
and many faithful workers, lives have been changed. The 
ministry of the camp has expanded steadily thru the years and 
continues to this day. 

The summer camping programs for kids is what most people 
think of when the name of Round Lake comes up. That 
program has consistently enrolled well over 2000 children for 
many years. Many children have started their walk with Jesus at 
a camp week. The camp grounds are in use 12 months of the 
year when many retreats and special programs are conducted 
making the outreach even larger. 

The wilderness campgrounds, south of Martinsburg continues 
to have upgrades made to the facilities, and a recent acquisition 
of additional land has secured access to the property. 

There is a project under way to remodel and upgrade all the 
rooms in the lodge. As of now about half the rooms have been 
completed as funds are available. It costs about ten thousand 
dollars per room for the remodel and new furnishings. 

The camp leaders would like to ask that any class or group 
consider sponsoring a room remodel as a project, please contact 
Lance Powers the camp manager for details should you want to 
consider this as a project. 

As many may know the opportunity arose last spring to 
purchase the neighboring Round Lake Golf Course. The course 
incorporates over 60 acres of developed golf course and club 
house. The future use of the property as a continued operating 
public course and expansion of the camping program is exciting. 
The plan for the property is too long to list in this short report. 

Many other things are moving forward at the camp at this time 
and the staff and leaders ask for your prayers and continued 
support of this very valuable, close to Bellville asset in Christ’s 
Ministry. 

  

 

http://roundlake.org/


 

 
 

 
 
 

Richland Pregnancy Services (RPS) is a Christ based pregnancy 
service that helps individuals in the area deal with unexpected 
pregnancies and all the fears and joys that are a part of it. They 
offer free pregnancy testing, a complimentary ultrasound, and 
information and support that is pro-life. They also provided 
programs including: 
 
Mom to Mom where you can earn material needs with items 
like maternity clothes, baby items, and mentoring with a 
Mentor Mom. 
 
Dad to Dad is where a Mentor Dad will help prepare the man 
for fatherhood, while earning material needs for the baby and 
nursery. 
 
Parenting Classes, which are group classes that offer a variety of 
topics to prepare the individual for parenting. 
 
New Life Church of Christ has been supporting this ministry for 
many years through the Baby Bottle Boomerang program, the 
annual fund raising dinner, and through individuals who have 
and are currently volunteering in this crucial ministry that helps 
prevent abortion and supports the individuals while sharing 
Christ's love with them. 
 
Once again this Mother's Day we will be providing baby bottles 
for you to take home and fill with your loose change. Last year 
alone, we were able to donate over $1,500.00 to this ministry 
through the baby bottle boomerang program! 
 

             
 
In 1969, what began as the vision of a few 
concerned individuals, would eventually 
become the Christian Children’s Home of 
Ohio (CCHO).  Kenny Mowry and Carol Lifer 
from Bellville Church of Christ (New Life 
Church of Christ today) along with Gary 
Porter, saw a concern and had a desire to 
bring Christ to at-risk children and 
dysfunctional families. Their mission, was to 
“bring healing to hurting children and 
families in His name,” this continues to be 
their mission today.  
   It all began on a 175 acre farm north of 
Wooster, Ohio as a foster home under the 
license of the Wayne County Children’s 
Services Bureau.  In 1975 a cottage was 
added to serve 10-12 children on site with 
house parents to create a family atmosphere 
for the children.  Today, there are four 
residential cottages on site to serve more 
children.  There are many programs and 
services offered to children and families, 
including, Poplar Ridge Adventures, where 
children learn to build trust and problem 
solve. They also have the opportunity to 
participate in a therapeutic horse program. 
Other programs include New Beginnings 
outpatient counseling, which also services 
remote locations in Ashland and Canton.  
Foster care and adoption services are also 
ways in which CCHO provides for children.  
  New Life Church of Christ has been 
supporting Christian Children’s Home of 
Ohio since 1969 along with many other 
individual supporters.  Check out their 
website at www.ccho.org to learn more!  
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