
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In just a few short weeks it will be Thanksgiving. The day is meant to be a time to share common blessings with family 

and friends. Each family has its own way of celebrating Thanksgiving Day. A common element is great food. After all, 

what would Thanksgiving be without a wonderful meal shared with loved ones? It is also generally a time when 

families are reunited with members who have been spread abroad over the years. The stories and the laughs, the 

games and the memories being built are all done in a good spirit, joyful that we live where we live and have food to 

eat and have loved ones to love. Appropriate as it is to set apart a specific feast for reflecting on our thankfulness to 

our God for His blessings, I'd like to present a word of encouragement to nurture an attitude and posture of 

thankfulness that goes with us throughout the year. 

Whether we are aware of it or not we are a blessed people. Sure, it is easier at times to see the hardships and the 

struggles that force their way into our lives. It becomes easy for us to train our focus to the things that are causing 

our immediate discomfort. We hurt. We get sick. We have bills and errands and busy schedules. We are conditioned 

by the world around us to think on what we 'have not' rather than on what we have. To have peace in contentment 

and thankfulness for blessings already received is perceived as odd and against the grain. After all, isn't Christmas just 

around the corner? Time to think of what we and those we know don't have so we can get it for them! For those who 

have lost loved ones any holiday time can be especially painful as the wound of loss is peeled open again when the 

intensity of the absence of someone special is felt again. But even in spite of all this we are blessed. 

Our thanksgiving has to be rooted in the acknowledgment of all our blessings, whether they be remembered as past 
events, enjoyed in the present or promised for our future. The source of all these phases of blessing comes from Our 
Father in Heaven. We have been blessed with the gift of life itself. The fact that we are here means that God has 
sustained us and brought us to this point. Those we have known have been brought into our lives and we shared our 
lives with them in joy and the historical fact of those relationships cannot be taken from us. In the present we have 
life in the Presence of God, we have food, clothing, homes and innumerable other things that many in the world can't 
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lives with them in joy and the historical fact of those relationships cannot be taken from us. In the present we have life 

in the Presence of God, we have food, clothing, homes and innumerable other things that many in the world can't 

claim for themselves. We look forward to a future that is incomprehensible in the joys it will bring us: the full 

manifestation of the Presence we have lived in, a great reunion with those we have been bereaved of, the abolition of 

all our woes and fears. All blessings are ours in Christ, who God gave for us. And if He gave us Christ, will He not 

graciously give us all things? [Romans 8.32] Our blessedness doesn't depend on circumstance, it depends on our 

identity. We are the ones blessed in Christ. [Ephesians 1.3] All our earthly blessings, past, present and future, will pale 

in comparison to the great glory that is to be given to us one day. Even our present struggles will fade away from 

thought as we enjoy the heavenly glory in God's presence [Romans 8.18]. This is God's great message for us in 

Scripture. We are blessed by Him, through His Son.  

This blessedness is ours on guarantee from God who cannot lie [Hebrews 6.18], who has given us the Holy Spirit to 

personally vouch for that guarantee. [2Corinthians 1.22; 5.5; Ephesians 1.13-14] So let's be thankful to God who has 

blessed us with great things, whether things on earth or things in Heaven. All good things have their source in our 

Father [James 1.17]. When we begin to let this thought become obscure in our minds, let's cling to Christ and return to 

center stage, all that God has given and will give us by His grace.    Happy Thanksgiving, Kyle 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 JASON’S JINGLES 
 

Being Thankful in an un-thankful Culture 

I recently had children tell some things they are thankful for, and the following are some of their 

great responses. “ummmm…. Chapstick….. the kind that doesn’t burn, dogs, Boston, mom, animals… 

specifically cows, animals… specifically goats, JESUS!!” The simplicity is so refreshing. The simplicity is 

so genuine. The simplicity is so powerful. There is a reason in Mark Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, anyone 

who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." We as Christians are to be 

in constant state of thankfulness. In a culture that constantly tells us we need more, what more do we 

need if we have Jesus! He is to be our everything, and everything we have is from him. Everything, from 

our chap stick to our homes. I challenge you to approach the coming holidays, the coming year, and the 

rest of your life, with a renewed biblical sense of thankfulness. Being thankful will lead to contentment 

which will lead to a heavenly joy! 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 It is hard to believe that just a couple of months ago we were casting for this year’s New Life Theater event. 
With the selection of the script we began working on sharing the heartfelt message of God’s grace through 
the story of an Emperor and his new clothes. Before the performances this weekend, several individuals who 
have experienced New Life Theater as a part of the cast shared some of their thoughts about the event. 
 
I asked Steve Kistler to briefly describe the purpose behind hosting New Life Theater each year. Steve 
responded by saying that “the purpose of this event is to create an opportunity for the people of New Life to 
invite their friends and then to open a spiritual conversation with them. The play has several themes that can 
be used for this purpose. One theme that runs through this play is the question of what defines the value of a 
person.  A follow up discussion could go along the lines of what people use to define themselves, asking our 
friends what they use and then sharing with them that our value is not in what we do, but rather in the fact 
that Christ died for us. We as Christ's followers have a responsibility to Him to share this message and the 
theater is intended to provide an opportunity to start the discussion.” I encouraged Steve to share a little 
about how one can personally benefit or grow as a result of being involved in New Life Theater and this is 
what he had to say. “For one thing the play this year is hilarious. Even though I am in it and have read 
through it many times and even memorized parts of it, I still find it funny. So you will benefit by having an 
enjoyable time. Also you will get to serve people and be a part of the larger church family.  It is good to help 
out and be reminded that the church is made up of people and that we can make a bigger impression when 
many of us work together!” 
 
Sherri Benick also shared about some personal benefits she has enjoyed as a part of being involved in New 
Life Theater. “I have gained new relationships and lifelong friendships with people that without the theater, I 
would not have likely formed relationships with. For an example, the first time I had any interaction with Ryan 
Mowry was through the Dinner Theater. Ryan was in that one too and we have been friends ever since.  Also, 
it gives me an opportunity to serve, doing what I love to do, spreading the word through drama.” I asked Sherri 

why the New Life Theater event was so important. She responded as follows, “the importance of this event is 
to reach those who do not know Christ. We provide a non-threatening atmosphere with the hope of planting a 
seed in someone's heart. People will come see a play if invited, but may not come to a church service. It is 
important to me because it gives me the opportunity to invite people, interact with people, plant the seed and 
have fun while I am doing it. Hopefully, it will show people that Christians are not stuffed shirts and that God 
loves to laugh too.”  
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1 – Neal Ackerman, Joshua Hart,  

2 – John Ward 

3 – Susan Arnold, Miriam Brokaw 

5 – Maxine Hardin, Larry Thompson,  

Addison Ford 

7 – Alyson Noe 

12 – Ilene Ridenhour, Renetta 

Shaffer 

13 – Matt South 

17 – Lori Shaffer 

21 – Yvonne Beveridge 

23 – Emily Browne, Stacy Ward, 

24–Sue Beal, Angela Jones,  Auburn 

Basye, Merista Brown  

25 –Jennifer Hamilton 

27 – Melissa Brokaw 

29 – Missy Smith  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
New Life Theater 

November 6, 7:00pm 
New Life Theater 

November 7, 7:00pm 
New Life Theater 

November 8, 3:00pm 
 

Upward Evaluations 
November 9th & 10th 6:00-7:30pm 

November 11th 6:00-6:30pm  Cheerleading) 
 

Community Meal  
November 11th  
5:00-6:30pm 

 
All Church Thanksgiving Dinner 

5:00pm  
64 to Grayson Concert to follow at 6:00pm 

 
 



 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
NOVEMBER 6  

 7:00PM – NEW LIFE THEATER 
 

NOVEMBER 7
 

 7:00PM – NEW LIFE THEATER 
 

NOVEMBER 8 
 3:00PM – NEW LIFE THEATER 

     
NOVEMBER 11 

5:00-6:30PM – COMMUNITY MEAL 
 

NOVEMBER 22 
5:00PM -? ALL CHURCH THANKSGIVING DINNER 

 
NOVEMBER 26 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

Greg Sharp is a veteran of the New Life Theater stage and I asked him what some of the most 
significant changes have been throughout his years. “I would say the cast has changed. People come 
and people go. Whenever we do one of these, there is a wonderful time of getting to know each 
other better. The encouragement to learn lines and learn what we are to do brings us all together as 
a team. In the early years, I’m not sure we understood all of what that meant. Another change is how 
the whole thing is wrapped around what we can bring to the theater spiritually. Praying for lives that 
will be involved is very important.”  Greg also shared some about how his experiences have helped 
him to grow spiritually. “I have struggled with life at times. Struggled with the disciplines that make 
one focus on what’s important in this life. So, like life, it is interesting to see how the character I am 
playing develops from someone I don’t know to someone I become in the course of a few months. I 
enjoy the comparisons. Much like the development of our character, we are all becoming the person 
God intends for us to be.” When asked about the most important theme from this year’s production, 
Greg says “the theme of this world as we know it is “Hey! Look at me, I’m important!” The heart, and 
the pursuit of it, is going away. Only when we really examine what is important do we understand 
how important our heart really is. It does take friends and family to develop who we really are. Most 
importantly the Lord must be able to work in our hearts every day to make us who we are meant to 
be.” 
 
Finally, I asked Todd and Lisa Awwiller to share about what the New Life Theater event has meant to 
them. Lisa shared about how neither of them would have ever thought that they would be involved in 
something like New Life Theater. She went on to say, “We both get so much joy just getting to know 
our fellow actors as well as being able to offer a ‘church’ event to the community that's free and non-
threatening.” I asked Todd and Lisa to share about what they want others to know about New Life 
Theater and its purpose. “For us it's been a great way to invite those outside the church to a fun 
event and being involved ourselves definitely helps open the lines of communication with others.” 
 
We hope that you will be encouraged to join the effort to build relationships that lead to discipleship. 
New Life Theater is such a rewarding event to experience and to be a part of. I pray that you will 
grow in your faith and in sharing the gospel with those you can influence and that you will come be a 
part of what God is doing through New Life Theater 2015.  
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A Line from Liming 
 
Isn’t our God a great help and blessing to each of us. He is always there to get us 
through hard days and is right there when we have a great day. 
 
I sure am enjoying visiting all of you. There are still quite a few that I have not seen, but 
be patient, I will get to all of you sooner or later.  We have the nicest people on earth. 
Whether I have been to see you or not, please give me a call if I can help. (419-565-
7638). 
 
Steve Liming  
  


