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July 13th 

Solid Rock 7:00pm 

 

July 15th 

Comfort & Joy  

Sewing Ministry 

5:30pm-8:30pm 

 

July 19th 

All Church Picnic  

12:30pm 

 

July 25 – Aug 2nd 

Honduras  

Mission Trip  

 

Mark Your 
Calendar 

 

  

For most of July we will be looking at The 

Lord’s Supper in a sermon series entitled 

“Come To The Table.”  This series is intended 

to help us understand the background of 

why Jesus chose this particular way as the 

only way that we are told to memorialize him.  

We will look at some of the Old Testament 

precursors and at the New Testament 

teaching about this.  We will also be 

considering our own practice of this 

communion and consider how we might 

honor God personally through our thoughts 

and actions. 
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From the Pulpit by Steve Kistler 
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“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son” 

– John 3:16 

 
 
A PERSONAL NOTE—Steph and I will be gone for 2 weeks in August.  We will 

be celebrating our 25th wedding anniversary (early--as the actual anniversary 

is in December) by going on a trip to Turkey.  What is in Turkey?   

 

Well for 2 weeks or so we will be traveling to many of the places mentioned 

in the book of Acts.  (Places like Lystra, Derbe, Iconium, Berea, Pisidian 

Antioch, etc.) as well as many of the 7 cities mentioned in the letters to the 

churches in Revelation chapter 2 & 3.  Other than the gospels themselves, 

much of the New Testament events took place in this area.  The trip we are 

taking is promoted as a Study Tour where each day we will travel to a 

specific site and then the trip leader will teach about the things that 

happened there and their connection with us.  I am excited for this trip not 

just as a “vacation” or even as an “anniversary celebration” but I am 

expecting and looking for it to be a time of intense spiritual growth and 

renewal.  Please pray for this and I will share with you what I learn when I 

return. 
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 I had an opportunity to talk with Sarah Johnson about her 
experience with Solid Rock last summer. She will be 
participating again this year and is excited to be performing 
here at New Life on July 13th @ 7:00p. I asked Sarah what 
she enjoyed most about the ministry of Solid Rock and she 
responded that the love she experiences through the music 
and ministry of her peers is unlike any other. “Even after an 

entire day of making music together,” she said, “we go back to the dorms and someone 
pulls out a guitar and we sing and pray all over again.” Sarah said that she has grown 
both musically and spiritually during her time with Solid Rock. “I was encouraged by 
the confidence of the other singers. They sang out and I was told to make loud mistakes 
so that I knew what needed to be corrected.” Sarah also shared about her experiences 
staying with host families while on tour. “Staying with host families gives us Solid 
Rockers an opportunity to share about what God is doing in our lives and listening to 
what God is doing in the lives of those we stay with.” Sarah goes on saying, “You cannot 
get away from these two weeks of worship without being changed.” I asked Sarah what 
she wanted other people to know about Solid Rock and she said, “We are not perfect, we 
are just willing worshippers and kingdom servants.” She continues, “Solid Rock has 
impacted me in many ways. I remember that at the end of one day, some of us Solid 
Rockers gathered in the common area and prayed for unity in the group. We also 
prayed for others and their needs at the time. That evening of prayer unified us and 
strengthened our ability to worship while on tour. We are just a bunch of high school 
students from different parts of the country, but the Holy Spirit unified us and brought 
us together in worship through Solid Rock.” 
Solid Rock has been going strong since it began in 1986. I asked Dr. Gary Gregory to 
share a little about his experiences over the past 27 years as the group’s director. Here 
is some of what he had to share. “The goal of solid Rock is to attract young people who 
are committed to the Lord and challenge them to a deeper personal walk with the 
Lord. This challenge is first of all to stand strong in their faith and use their God given 
talents in service to the Lord.  Secondly, they are challenged to make a difference in the 
lives of others.” I asked Dr. G (as he is known by the Solid Rockers) what his greatest joy 
is in working with these young men and women. “My greatest joy in working with this 
group is to witness the impact that the program has in the lives of these students. Many 
of them have come to CCU over the years, but more importantly I have seen students 
leave with a deeper desire to serve the Lord and with a new-found confidence in what 
they can do to serve others with the talents the Lord has given them.”  Sarah and I can 
attest that we have been challenged and encouraged to do just that. It has been my 
pleasure to work with Solid Rock for 19 years this summer. The lasting impact of this 
group is firmly built on 
Christ, the Solid Rock of 
our faith. Come support 
Solid Rock, pray for the 
ministry of this group, 
and for God’s working 
hand in the lives of these 
students.     
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Church Picnic 
I remember as a child going to the church 
picnic. Some of my greatest memories 
include the wonderful food. I remember 
people sharing recipes with one another 
which eventually lead to the church having 
their own cook book. I also remember 
getting to see various brothers and sisters in 
an environment outside the worship center 

and classroom. I will never forget watching some of the most distinguished men I 
knew cannonball into the deep end of the pool. I also remember the many games we 
played as kids while our parents were socializing. Perhaps what I remember the 
most is the time spent together with family and friends gathering for an outdoor 
worship service later in the evening. 
 
I want to invite you all to come share your memories, and make new ones, as we 
gather for our very own church picnic on July 19th @ 12:30p. Join us in the New 
Life Center for a fellowship meal including BBQ pork, shredded chicken, and all the 
side dishes and desserts you bring to share. Drinks and table service will be 
provided as well. After lunch you can join us at the lake (Vanderbilt Road) for 
swimming, games, and fellowship. Come share in the history of New Life while 
sharing our lives with one another. 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Walk Run a 5K at Compassion in Action September 27 
 

If you’ve thought about participating in the past but were afraid you weren’t ready, 
we’ve got the answer this year.  We are offering Couch to 5k training beginning the 
week of August 1st. If you are interested, please contact Lyle Beveridge or Sherri Benick 
for details. You can reach me at  lyleb@esbeveridge.com or 419-565-7364. 
 
 
 
   

mailto:lyleb@esbeveridge.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is Christian Counseling? 
 
The purpose of Christian counseling is not to “fix” someone, but to help the person 
find better ways of living life. We want to look at the past enough to see the basic 
pattern of life, to the future to decide where we want to go and then use the present 
to make the life course corrections to get us there.  
Having an objective third party can help us catch aspects we might have missed or, 
to consider options we have not thought of. 
 
Christian counseling is unique because it uses biblical principles to address life 
situations, including prayer, the Bible and a Christian frame of reference.  At New 
Life we welcome Tom Day, MA,PC-CR as our new staff counselor from Heritage 
Christian Counseling. You or anyone in the community can schedule an appointment 
by calling Sherri at the church at 419-886-3611 or Heritage Christian Counseling 
Center at 419-526-5523.  
 
Biography 
Tom Day MA, RC-CR 
Some of the parents in our church family may remember Tom from when he was the 
coordinator of Youth for Christ’s Campus Life Clubs at Clear Fork, Lexington and 
Mansfield.  Later he was a counselor and coordinator of inpatient and outpatient 
services at Richland Hospital.  Day has also been a Christian counselor at Family 
Life, New Directions and Heritage Christian Counseling in Mansfield.  
 
 



 

 

 
Diamond Willow 2015 

Sarah Johnson 
Hi! My name is Sarah Johnson. From June sixth to the thirteenth I traveled with Natalie Greer 

and Hannah Dixon to the town of Fort Thompson on the Crow Creek Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota. I loved it there! We served with Diamond Willow Ministries at a camp for fourth and fifth 
grade girls. We originally thought that the girls would come each day for a VBS type camp and then 
go home for the night to sleep. However, we found out soon after arriving that the girls would be 
staying from Wednesday all the way until Saturday, spending every night with us without returning 
home! This was an experimental week of camp for Diamond Willow. They were trying a new 
approach of ministry because day camps send the girls home to difficult environments each night. 
The teams serving then have to start all over again reaching the girls each day. 

The day before the camp we learned about Native American culture and the background of 
struggles that the girls come from. We discussed how they had been forced to give up their land and 
adapt to our culture, creating harsh feelings in them toward us. They are still recovering and 
Diamond Willow helps them with that hard process. We learned that no amount of money or land 
given back to them will bring peace to their nation. Jesus is the only one that can heal their hurt. 

I soon learned that the best thing we could do for these girls was to simply love them. Facing 
neglect and absent parents, the girls live well below the poverty line with little hope for improved 
conditions. The first day when I met the arriving girls, they turned away from me to hide their faces. 
They were very insecure and didn’t respond when I tried to talk to them. By the end of the week, 
they were following me around, asking me to sit with them at every activity, and sharing with me 
their dreams for the future.  

Hannah and I worked as a teaching team. We had three ten year olds in our group, Lastacia, 
Amerie, and Precious. Each day we would have a Bible story that they would hear several times 
throughout the day though a skit, a short film, and our classroom teaching time. They loved hearing 
the stories. On Friday during lunch, I spent the whole meal telling Amerie stories from the Bible that 
she had never heard before, stories like Daniel and the lion’s den and Queen Esther.  

On Friday during swimming time, I walked with a little girl named Allison up and down the 
shore of the Missouri River to collect rocks and look for toads.  She talked nonstop about every rock 
that we saw. I realized that to show Jesus to her, I simply needed to listen. She needed someone to 
show her that what she had to say was important and interesting. She needed someone to show her 
that she was loved. 

My favorite memory was during activity time when we were painting the girls faces with face 
paint. Before I knew it, I was sitting down with two little girls creating different masterpieces on 
each side of my face.  Amerie painted one half like a tiger while a girl from another group, Amanda, 
painted the other half like a butterfly. I also will never forget dancing in circles with a bunch of the 
girls to Let It Go from Frozen and singing it at the tops of our lungs. 

It was so awesome to build the trust of the girls and at the same time share with them the 
good news of Jesus. The very last lesson that Hannah and I taught together was on Friday evening. 
We talked about how God invites everyone to come to Him, but only the ones who respond to His 
invitation will be with Him in Heaven. It was so awesome to see the girls understand. Even though 
two of them were already baptized believers, it was a great time of learning and spiritual growth for 
all of us. 

Although we faced challenges, I would go back in a second. To sit beside a hurting girl and tell 
her that you love her is the best feeling ever. I got to take some time out of my life to focus on being 
the hands and feet of Jesus, and that experience will forever change me. Although I am here, I left 
part of me in South Dakota, because I left the love of Christ with those girls. 
 

 



 

  

  
August Birthdays 

 
1- Bob McCready 
3 – Carol Cogar, Cliff Hardin 
4 – Spencer Benick, Kiona 
Cover, Evan Basye 
5 – Lauren Johnson,  Riley 
Johnson, Alex Kistler, 
6 – Addison Noe, Rich 
Tucker 
7 – Jon Beveridge, Ken 
Baker, Kim Landis,  
8 – Kim Dixon, Cari  
Johnson 
9 – Brad Sharp 
10 – Becky Shaffer, 
Jennipher Fletcher, Phyllis 
Shaffer,  
11 – Karla MacTavish, Dan 
Noe,  
16 – Joe Lucci, Jason Sharp 
17 – Tabby Hamilton,  
19 – Ralph Walker, 
20 – Becca Sharp,  
22 – Carla Armstrong, Earl 
Beal 
26 – Ann Jordan, Carol 
Wilson 
27 – Karen Carroll 
28 – Olivia Lucci 
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Round Lake Christian Camp Connect Week  
 
Hi, I'm Parker Hawkins. Last week I attended Round 
Lake Connect Camp, making this my third year attending 
the camp. During the week there were many fun times to 
be had such as, swimming, basketball, kayaking, gaga 
ball, the blob, and very good food. One evening we went 
to a place called Putt n' Stuff, where we did things like go 
karting, putt-putt, batting cages, and laser tag. Also, at 
the end of the week there was a band called Day 
Method. Through these fun times God brought our youth 
group closer together, and created a stronger bond 
between us. We grew a strong bond by having late night 
group time, where we discussed God and the message 
from the previous sermon. Along with growing closer 
with our youth group, we also created many friendships 
with other youth groups that have been there previous 
years. The camp atmosphere creates a place where it is 
easier to connect with God. I would like to send a special 
thanks to Kyle, for putting up with us throughout the 
week.  We as a youth group appreciate Kyle's guidance 
and advice.  Also, I would like to thank New Life for the 
opportunity to attend Connect camp, and look forward to 
going again next year. 
 


