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Two Images of Jesus





In Revelation chapter 4, we are given an awe inspiring picture of God on His throne in heaven.  He is surrounded by angels and other beings who are actively involved in worshipping Him for his nature and for His work of creation.  The scene is set for us and then the action begins in chapter 5 when Jesus enters the scene.  He is described as “a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne.” (Rev. 5:6)  Jesus is praised as being worthy because He had been “slain and with his blood had purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.” (Rev. 5:9).


It is a picture of Jesus that emphasizes his work of salvation.  He died for us and now takes His place on the throne where he intercedes on our behalf.  The Lamb who had been slain is a picture of sacrifice that would have been familiar to every Jew.  This image would have clearly communicated the idea of forgiveness and renewal to them.  It is a picture of the grace, love and mercy that are at the heart of our faith.  It is also the side of Jesus that Christians consider most often.


Interestingly, this is not the first image of Jesus that we are given in the book of Revelation.  Back in the first chapter we are presented with a much different picture of Jesus.    appears as “someone like a son of man” (Rev. 1:13)  He is dressed in a long robe and a golden sash.  His head and hair are pure white.  His feet are glowing like bronze, his eyes are like blazing fire, his face is brilliant like the sun, he has a voice like rushing waters and a sharp double-edged sword is coming from his mouth. (Rev. 1:13-16)  


 

















June 7-13


Diamond Willow 


Mission Trip





June 17


Comfort & Joy Sewing Ministry 5:30-8:30pm





June 21


Father’s Day





June 22 - 26


High School Connect Camp at Roundlake





June 28 


All Church Hike at Mohican 1:30pm








Mark Your


Calendar





Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.





Duis eget lorem ac odio lobortis suscipit nec et neque. Sed at quam ut mauris scelerisque congue id eget dui. Quisque tellus lectus, tristique eu posuere in, faucibus vitae urna. Duis vitae orci purus, quis euismod augue. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam.
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JUNE VOLUNTEERS


NURSERY                  


  8:45 Lori Walker/Hannah Ferguson


PRESCHOOL


  8:45 Brian and Jessica Dawson 


10:00 Dianne Kehl/Olivia Hickerson 


TODDLERS


  8:45 Anna Kindt 


10:00 Kim Dixon


JR CHURCH 


 Renetta Shaffer 





Faith Builders


June 3rd-July 15th


 In correlation with the Women’s Bible Study, we are offering fun & learning for kids ages K-5th. Ladies please sign up online under event registration so that we can prepare for all the activities  at � HYPERLINK "http://www.newlifebellville.com" �www.newlifebellville.com�. If you have your own legos, please bring in a plastic shoe box to tote back & forth each week. We will have some provided if you do not have your own.  Each week there will be a couple projects that correlate with the lesson. 


Come be prepared to build your faith in Christ!





1 – Shirleen Gordon


4 – Kay Buxton, Scott Cromer


5 – Jamie Ward


9 – Jennifer Greer


11 – Mary Crawford


12 – Loretta Ernsberger, Anna Kindt


13 – Ruth Manning


14 – Grace Johnson, Cora Mowry


15 – Logan Roseberry


16 – Tyler Kunz


17 – Shawna Dudgeon, Aimee Ford, Larry Greer, Jan Snavely


18 – Joshua Johnson





19 – Larry Awwiller


20 – Don Basye


22 – Edward Spain


23 – Sadie Thompson


24 – Chase Starling


29 – Eric Ellis





Kingdom Kids











June Birthdays
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Here he appears as “someone like a son of man” (Rev. 1:13).  He is dressed in a long robe and a golden sash.  His head and hair are pure white.  His feet are glowing like bronze, his eyes are like blazing fire, his face is brilliant like the sun, he has a voice like rushing waters and a sharp double-edged sword is coming from his mouth (Rev. 1:13-16). 


Jesus is awe-inspiring and even terrifying to consider here.  He has a sword and burning eyes and a tremendous voice and he glows!  He says not to fear him (Rev. 1:17) and then reminds us that he holds the keys of death and hades.  In this form, Jesus goes on to dictate letters to 7 churches.  He promises, in those letters, great blessings to those who are faithful, but he also warns and threatens the church for compromising his values and looking like the rest of the world and not being fully devoted to Him.


These 2 images of Jesus are dramatically different.  The Lamb has been slain and offers mercy, grace, and salvation.  The son of man is an image of power offering threats and warnings as well as blessings.  The Lamb is an image of forgiveness, the son of man is an image of judgement.  Both are true pictures of Jesus.


These two images emphasize two very different aspects of His character.  We have a tendency to focus on only one or the other.  We see Jesus ready to forgive and offer hope to all, but we ignore His call to truth and moral absolutes OR we focus on the call for righteous living and forget about the offer of forgiveness and redemption to the sinner.  Jesus is both!


Which one do you tend to focus on?  What difference would it make to the way you approach people if you focused on the other?  To the way you do your job?  To the choices you make?





What makes a Dad?


God took the strength of a mountain


The majesty of a tree


The warmth of a summer sun


The calm of a quiet sea


The generous soul of nature


The comforting arm of night


The wisdom of the ages


The power of an eagle’s flight


The joy of a morning in spring


The faith of a mustard seed


The patience of eternity


The depth of a family need


Then God combined these qualities


When there was nothing more to add


He knew his masterpiece was complete


And so, He called it Dad!


Happy Father’s Day!!
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Worship Matters


Worship matters. It matters to God because he is the one ultimately worthy of all worship. It matters to us because worshiping God is the reason for which we were created. It matters to the Church because it is where we truly experience the heart of God.





For the next several articles we will focus on four important aspects of worship including our hearts (what we love), our minds (what we believe), our hands (what we practice), and our lives (what we model). Here we begin with the heart and start with the question, “what do I love?” Take a minute to answer a few questions to help you determine what you love.


What do I enjoy the most?


What do I spend most of my time doing?


Where does my mind drift when I have nothing to do?


What am I passionate about?


What do I spend my money on?


What do I feel depressed without?


What do I fear losing the most?





Without oversimplifying the issue, our answers to these questions may possibly reveal idolatry in our lives. In his book entitled, “Worship Matters,” author Bob Kauflin puts it this way. “Each of us has a battle raging within us over what we love most—God or something else. Whenever we love and serve anything in place of God, we’re engaging in idolatry. We love our idols because we think they’ll provide the joy that comes from God alone. We think having them will truly satisfy us. We think they’re worthy of our worship. Of course, we’re wrong.” Before we start thinking that idol worship is merely some anomaly that takes place in far away lands with graven images, let us not forget that idol worship is a daily ritual in America, too. Only it’s more subtle and therefore even more dangerous. Simply because we don’t recognize something as a golden calf doesn’t mean that it hasn’t taken the place of God in our lives. Idolatry in its simplest form is looking for temporary pleasures to fulfill eternal desires.





2 Kings 17:33 says, “They feared the Lord but also served their own gods.” That hurts! Scripture is clear that we can’t have it both ways. We can’t worship God on Sunday and god on Monday. What we love most will determine what we genuinely worship. Can we love the Lord our God with all of our hearts while allowing something or someone else to be worthy of the same worship? We are in a battle with God for his glory—and we’re losing—not because God can be stripped of his glory, but because we have chosen to rob him of it by giving our love to an idol.





When we gather for worship we must check our hearts. We must recognize where our love is found. Is it in the temporary pleasures this world has to offer, or in our eternal desire for God’s everlasting love? God wants us to find enjoyment in life, but we must always remember that life can only be found in him. Worship matters because God alone is worthy and he isn’t willing to share our hearts with another god.





Kauflin, Bob (2008). Worship Matters: Leading Others to Encounter the Greatness of God. Weaton, IL: Crossway Books.  


Fine,


Ryan D. Mowry





Kyle’s Korner


As I am writing this article the school year is coming to a close and summer is just about upon us.  Summer always brings in an exciting time of year as far as youth ministry is concerned. It's camp season and mission trip season. It's also a great chance for occasional outings with people because most of the students are sitting at home trying to figure out what they will do with their day! 


Going into the summer I want to first of all remind everyone to register for camp at Round Lake.  Every week is well done and provides great opportunities for interacting with God and peers. Camp is an opportunity that God has often used to challenge people into a deeper commitment to Him. It has also been a time that many have responded to the call of God's grace for the first time. Missing camp is missing a tremendous opportunity for relationship building and spiritual growth. Everyone entering high school in the fall and those who have just graduated are eligible to go to Connect Camp June 22-29. I will be at this week of camp and I urge everyone who is able to, come and hang out with us. Every year we have participated has been great and I expect this year to be the same! 


The mission trip this year will be to La Mont, Missouri.  We will be leaving Sunday, July 5 after church and will be home on Saturday, July 11. We will be serving a children's home in La Mont in whatever way they need help. We will be taking five students and three adult sponsors. For everyone not going I want to ask for prayer for our safe travel and effective service. Our goal is to show the love and hope of Jesus to the people at the children's home and your prayers will go a long way in helping us meet that goal. 


I'm looking forward to this summer and hope that everyone has a great summer break. Let's see what God has in store for us this summer. 


-Kyle 














